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tain age the field of vision frequently narrows. "Convictions" are bad;
I hope to purge myself of them in Genevidve.
I no longer hoped being able to work as well as I have the last few
days. I shall be able to judge the quality of what I am writing only
with a little perspective. Meanwhile I go ahead without rereading my-
self too much.
Very good piano-practice.
5 August
A man *in whom is no guile/' I know no other which, more than
this word of the Gospel, has dominated my life. It seems to me preten-
tious to say so. But, young as I then was, yes, that is what I inscribed
in my mind. It seems to me today that "sincerity" and the effort to
achieve it in oneself are contained therein.
I have often noticed the care the cat takes not to wound the field-
mouse with which he is playing (contrary to the current opinion). He
is less delicate with the mouse that, more agile, might escape him. Still
less delicate with the bird, when the latter is already capable of flying
away. But yesterday I surprised my cat in the garden playing with a
little wren, still unable to fly. With what precautions his velvet paw
pushed it, made it hopl I was observing him from behind a window
and could intervene only rather late. The little bird did not have the
least scratch and did not seem otherwise upset. I put it back into the
bush from which it must have fallen, where I saw it hop from branch
to branch and where its parents, soon after, were able to come and
feed it
On carelessly made or insufficient observations how many fine theo-
ries are built up which do not bear examination!
7 August
Each of these last few days I have worked on Genevidve. I write
without too much difficulty; but it is hard to convince myself that what
I write without more effort or enthusiasm can be worth anything.
IS August
I restrain myself from sending to Charlie Du Bos this quotation
from the Osservatore romano60 which fills me with laughter:
**The recent commemoration of Shelley at the spa of San Giuliano,
where he composed Adonais, has provoked a protest from the Osser-
vatore romano. The Vatican organ speaks up vehemently against the
glorification of the English poet's memory:
60 The official Papal newspaper of Italy, now issued from the Vatican
State.